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BOOK REVIEWS
PRIMARY ANATOMY. By H. A. Cates and J. V. Basmajian. Baltimore,
The Williams & Wilkins Co., 1955. xii, 339 pp.
The book deals with anatomy systemically. It is easy to read and contains
more than 440 line drawings which are exceptionally good. The material of
the book was directed, "More than ever at students in Physiotherapy, Occu-
pational Therapy, Physical and Health Education, Nursing and similar
collegiate courses in Human Anatomy." It is probably adequate for students
in these categories. However, the authors also state, "Although it (the
book) is not directed primarily at medical students, they too, may find it
useful because the essential principles and facts of Anatomy are emphasized
here as in few other textbooks. In addition, there is much important in-
formation not readily available to them elsewhere." Some of this may be
true, but I would not recommend it for medical students for the following
reasons: (a) Many of the anatomical terms are too simplified; (b) The
overly elementary manner in which certain structures are described, i.e.,
"The ascending, transverse, descending and pelvic parts of the colon form
the sides of a 'picture-frame' which is deficient in the right lower corner.
The contained 'picture' is the small intestine, etc.," "The hypophysis is a
small gland about the size of a pea hanging by a stalk, the infundibulum . . .
it rests, like an egg in its nest," etc., "If one could nibble a little of the
mushroom that Alice carried in her right hand, one could perhaps become
small enough to stand in the tympanic cavity," A retroperitoneal organ
bulging into the peritoneal cavity with its covering of peritoneum is com-
pared with, "the hump produced by a small boy hiding under a carpet";
(c) Questionable statements, i.e., "The ovum compensates for the scarcity
of its numbers by its size"; (d) Erroneous descriptions, i.e., "From the
fibrous annulus, ring or cuff arise five ocular muscles and one muscle which
raises the upper lid," "Mesenteries: Other organs-requiring greater mo-
bility-progress much farther and 'break-away' from the posterior (body)
will. However, this 'breaking-away' cannot be complete because the organs
must still receive their many vessels and nerves. These vessels and nerves
pass to the 'free' organs between the two layers of peritoneum which the
organ has 'pulled off' from the posterior abdominal wall."
E. S. CRELIN
IONIC INTERPRETATION OF DRUG ACTION IN CHEMOTHERAPEUTIC RE-
SEARCH. By Alexander V. Tolstoouhov. New York, Chemical Publishing
Co., Inc., 1955. 276 pp. $10.00.
The author of this monograph holds that the most productive approach
to chemotherapeutic research is to search for relationships between the
biological activities of drugs and the physico-chemical characteristics of the
drugs and of the tissues (or microorganisms) on which they act. This
would not only explain the actions of drugs, but it would also simplify the
design of new drugs.
His own approach is presented in this highly personal monograph. At
the outset he draws a parallel between selective staining and selective drug
action, both of which depend on four variables: The dissociation constant
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